
Avoiding pregnancy 
and STDs.  
(16/Dundee/Female) 

Having safe sex.  
(17/Dundee/Female) 

Safe Sex and no 
babies.  

(16/Dundee/Female) 

Condoms are very important in 
sex because if you don’t use on 
the girl could become pregnant 
or either people could contract 

an STD or STI. 
(16/Dundee/Female) 

I need condoms to be safe as 
I’ve recently come off the 

implant due to discomfort. 
 (17/Angus/Female) 

People don’t think about 
STIs, it’s just pregnancy they 

worry about.  
(Focus Group 12) 



It’s all about STDs and not 
getting drunk and getting 

pregnant.  It’s not really any 
useful information. Even when 
they do talk about condoms it’s 

really embarrassing and they 

don’t really as us anything.  
(Focus Group 2) 

I wouldn’t have sex with 
someone without 

protection.  
(Focus Group 1) 

I feel like everyone that I’ve 
spoken to about sex all 

expect to use protection, it’s 
just like a thing that goes 

with having sex. 
(Focus Group 1) 

It’s just how it is now I think, I 
mean why would you ever not 

use a condom?  
(Focus Group 6) 

I wouldn’t have sex without 
using something, I think I’m 

more afraid of getting 
pregnant than catching and 
STI though. They seem a lot 

less stressful!  
(Focus Group 5) 

I mean we talk about it with our close 
friends, but I don’t really talk to other 

people about it. I haven’t, you  know, yet. 
But when I do I think I will want to use 
one. But then girls I know who are in 

relationships and having sex with their 
boyfriends they don’t use anything, or if 
they do now, they didn’t for a long time. 
So, I think the importance of it is maybe 
over-emphasised in school. Like of they 
aren’t using them and they aren’t you 

know dying of AIDS or getting pregnant 
then maybe it doesn’t matter. 

(Focus Group 2) 



I definitely think it’s more 
expected for girls to protect 

themselves, guys don’t seem 
that bothered.  

(Focus Group 1) 

Well they need to be more 
careful. Most of the girls round 
here are on the pill anyway, so 

they aren’t gonna get 
pregnant. That’s up to them if 

they want a child anyway.  
(Focus Group 7) 

Boys assume girls are on 
the pill.  

(Focus Group 12) 

Girls would use the pill or 
the morning after pill.  

(Focus Group 14) 

I’d assume they were 
both using contraception.  

(Focus Group 14) 

I think it’s quite difficult for 
a girl to persuade a guy to 
use contraception. I think if 

she wants to use 
contraception she needs to 

sort it out herself.  
(Focus Group 2) 



Both should be responsible but in 
reality you might expect the 

other person to do it. 
(Focus Group 13) 

It is sometimes ok not to use 
condoms if you are in a long 

term relationship with 
someone you trust and you 

can openly talk to your 
partner. Shared responsibility 

between men and women. 
 (17/Angus/Other gender identity) 

It’s the responsibility of both the 
girl and the boy to be taking 

precautions to make it safe. Like I’d 
always expect him to wear a 
condom even if I’m on the pill 

anyway. Cos I really don’t want to 
get pregnant.  

(Focus Group 8) 

I think it’s both your responsibility, I mean 
even if you are a lassie.  It’s not like you 

wouldn’t notice if a guy hadn’t put a 
condom on. I think it’s ok for girls to refuse 

having sex, and guys as well for that 
matter, if their partner doesn’t want to be 

protected. You have to share the 
responsibility and the result, if it goes 

wrong, equally. It’s about respecting each 
other. 

 (Focus Group 6) 

I’d always wear a condom cos I don’t want 
to be getting the clap or that, and I get 
myself checked out anyway, cos you can 

still get crabs with condom.  They are like 
the sexiest of things but they are worth it. 

You have to be steady to have a kid, I’d 
never want to get a girl pregnant now 
man, I’d need a job and somewhere to 

stay, a motor and that. 
 (Focus Group 8) 

Maybe if you were from up the 
west side of Perth and like your 
bird was wanting to go off and 
study university or something 
then you might think about 

having a wee rubber sesh, but 
the girls round here aren’t 

bothered. It’s not like they are 
gonna stop you if you dinnae 

put a johnny on.  
(Focus Group 7) 



Like wearing condoms and that, 
like I don’t think you have to do it 

always. Like if you’ve been in a 
relationship for a while, like a few 

months or something. But I 
wouldn’t just like sleep with 
someone random without 

wearing a condom. 
(Focus Group 6) 

If you are with a girl for a 
while, like a couple of months 
or that, and you think you can 
trust her and she’s no got the 

clap then, aye, lower your 
defenses. But it’s your body, 
so if you want to be healthy 
then make the good choices. 

 (Focus Group 7) 

Overpriced plastic 
lifesavers.  

(16/Dundee/Male) 

Buy from bathroom. 

 (16/Angus/Male) 

Johnny’s are too expensive man, 
they are like those machines in 

Asda and that, £2 for 2 rubbers. 
It’s no wonder people don’t use 

them. 
 (Focus Group 7) 

Condoms are so expensive and 
guys never buy them, even my 
friends get me to buy them for 

them, they are really 
embarrassed. Now that we come 

here we can get condoms for 
free, but before we didn’t know 

this sort of place existed, so I 
would spend like £5 on condoms 

and that is a lot of money for sex.  
(Focus Group 1) 



I feel like guys get really 
embarrassed about condoms, they 
treat it like it’s a joke or something 

and they are fine with that, but 
actually when it comes to it, they 

don’t know what to do. I buy 
condoms for guy friends because 

they are too embarrassed to go into 
shops.  

(Focus Group 1) 

If condoms were more available 
in schools and that, like even if 

condom machines worked rather 
than just taking your money, 

then it would be better cause I 
think it’s important for people to 
feel they can get them and then 

choose to use them. But they are 
still too expensive. 

 (Focus Group 71 

They fall off quite easily if you 
ride to hard.  
(19/Angus/Female) 

Embarrassing to buy. 

 (18/PK/Male) 

This place isn’t always open, and 
when it is there’s always 

somebody sat there. So if you 
were in here like helping yourself 

to johnnys every day, then you 
might get a bit of a reputation. 

 (Focus Group 7) 

Condoms are 100% safe. They 
are easily ripped or get small 
holes in them that you can’t 

see.  
(17/Dundee/Female) 



Guys will say they’ve put it on 
and they haven’t.  

(Focus Group 13) 

Tend not to use them. 

 (19/Dundee/Male) 

Very sore, makes me not 
want to use them and I rarely 

do.  
(19/Dundee/Female) 

Depends how drunk you are. 

 (Focus Group 14) 

 I don’t use them because I 
feel it takes away the 

pleasure. 
(16/PK/Other gender identity) 

Naw, they get in the way 
of the joojoo. It’s such a 
hassle and it breaks the 

flow. 

(Focus Group 7) 



They’re shite… You feel less.  
(Focus Group 11) 

It’s the smell of it, man the room 
reeks. You’re not gonna get oral 
after your dick smells of rubber. 

 (Focus Group 14) 

You can’t feel it. I’m against 
it. You can’t do it, they freak 

me out, feel dodgy.  
(Focus Group 14) 

You might be allergic. They 
might not fit. 

 (Focus Group 11) 

No one around here uses 
condoms, folk are pretty riddled 
and we know that. It’s easier to 
head up the Drumhar and get 

yourself seen to. 
(Focus Group 7) 

You’ve got to respect yourself. 
Like everybody knows that 
having sex, you could catch 

something, but you have to make 
the decision in the minute. That 

means if you don’t have a johnny 
and you are already there, then 
you are probably not gonna stop 
to sort yourself out with one. But 

everybody’s different. 
(Focus Group 7) 



Guys have too big an ego, but 
really they’re shy to actually go 

and get them. 

 (Focus Group 13) 

Aye, it’s funny ‘cos it’s…you 
might be the big man ‘cos 

you’ve had loads of birds but 
actually when it comes to it, 

there’s not much pride in 
protecting yourself.  

(Focus Group 7) 

There is a real thing that guys 
don’t think it’s manly to use 

condoms, you never hear people 
talking about condoms unless 
it’s like a joke or making fun of 

someone. 

 (Focus Group 2) 


